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coast of Ecuador. This he took, and found in her
6000 dollars' worth of gold and much provisions. But,
not contenting himself with this prize, he stayed still on the
island, and at the end of six days he took another bark
sailing from Lima, which contained 100,000 dollars* worth
of silver in bars. He then visited the Pearl Islands to
see if he could find pearls, and after obtaining a few he
returned once more to his pinnace and abandoned his two
prizes, sailing away to the river whence he had come,
with the enormous plunder he had obtained in gold and
silver.

But the negroes who dwelt on the Pearl Islands went
in canoes to Panama and told the governor what had
occurred. The governor, or rather president of council, in
this Spanish city forthwith sent four barks, each containing
twenty-five soldiers, with negroes to row them. The captain
of the expedition was Juan de Ortega. Obtaining intelli-
gence from the Island of Pearls of the direction taken by
Oxenham in his pinnace, Ortega proceeded to the mouth of
the river; but there was puzzled which course to take with
his four barks, because there were apparently three branches
of the stream. However, choosing the broadest of the
three, he saw, coming down a smaller tributary, many
fowls' feathers, obviously derived from chickens which the
English had plucked before roasting. Helped by this
indication, he went up the smaller river, and at last,
after four days, descried Oxenham's pinnace upon the
sands. There were only six Englishmen with her at that
moment, whereof the Spaniards killed one; but the other
five escaped. And when the pinnace was seized, the
Spaniards, to their disappointment, found her to contain
nothing but provisions. Nevertheless, Juan de Ortega
and his soldiers determined to seek the Englishmen on